
 

 

 

 

Team Yorkshire: County Training 2020/2021  

Monthly Update  

Number 1 : September 2020 

To all our players/parents/coaches, 

Whilst our first newsletter of the year is delivered to you with a degree more uncertainty 
than its predecessor a little over a year ago, it comes with no less hope and expectation for 
the year ahead. The challenges that we, as a Sport and as a county may face will mean we 
have to constantly adapt to changing environments - but we are committed to keeping the 
development of our players at the heart of everything we do.    

If not already, almost all clubs / centres are on track to be open and programmes up and 
running again by the end of September, giving players the chance to get back into 
structured training schedules alongside their academic commitments. With the WRT events 
planned for  October, hopefully we should see competition schedules begin take a familiar 
look in the not too distant future. 

As ever we will look to supplement those schedules with quality county training sessions 
and we are excited to confirm that these will begin the weekend of October 3rd. Invites for 
the first sessions are due to be sent out w/c Monday 14th September for players in the U9 
& U10 age groups. We have tried to provide a comprehensive schedule for players both in 
terms of the session frequency and duration with only a few limitations to certain sessions. 
One of which will unfortunately mean we are unable to run U8 sessions at present due to 
the safety concerns surrounding the staging of a county open day. This is something that we 
will continue to monitor and as soon as is reasonably safe to do so we will look to get these 
players involved and county training for U8’s back up and running. 

Included in the session invites will be information regarding safety procedures that we have 
put in place for the safety of players and coaches which is in line with national and local 
guidelines. Please note that parents must return all the relevant forms back to Dave Kitchen 
prior to taking part in county training. We are unable to accept players on sessions without 
this information being sent in. Centre specific information will also be included and we 
thank you in advance for your cooperation and understanding whilst we try to keep county 
training running as smoothly as possible.  

As we look towards a new year county captains and coaches will continue to instil our 
values across sessions and matches, forging a clear identity for players from our region; 

• The ball will never bounce twice 

•  Quality athletic ready position / readiness to move 



 

 

• Split step 100% of the time, non-negotiable 

•  The ball is fed in with purpose and intensity – a chance to practice another shot 

Once sessions are underway the theme for October will be centred around rallying with a 
particular focus on movement patterns, more info to follow in next months newsletter! 

Notable results  

It has been fantastic to see so many Yorkshire players back out competing recently at the 
LTA ‘Youth National Series’. Multiple players were successful in qualifying through to the 
National Finals of the U10-U14 events which are being played later this month. 

In the U16 event Millie Skelton produced some great performances to claim the title on 
back to back weeks of the event… 

“ I feel like the week helped me grow in confidence a lot, I showed my fight when it came to 
the tight moments. I’m starting to realise how I play and my game-style on the practice 
court   and that is starting to show in matches.” 

In the Men’s UK pro series, Luke Johnson continued his impressive form over the summer 
collecting the title at St. George’s Hill in week 4 of the event…. 

“ I was really happy to get the win, there was so many good players in the event & with the 
format being a round robin it allowed all the players to get so many matches in. I think I got 
better as the week went on and actually played my best match in the final. I felt the work 
through lockdown paid off as well, having played in week 3 I ended up playing 14 matches in 
14 days with no issues physically.” 

Lastly Jonathan Gray put together an impressive run to the final of the British Tour event 
last week at the NTC narrowly losing out in the final in a match tie-break.  

“ It’s been a positive three weeks and I enjoyed being outside, I think that’ll be the last 
outdoor tournaments of the year in Britain. I’ve really enjoyed competing again after the 
long pause we had and all the players now seem to be match ready and I had some tough 
matches. Arthur (tournament winner) has been playing great, sadly my head to head against 
him isn’t looking that good but hopefully I’ll get the chance to play him again soon.” 

 

On a final note, if required, the following documents can be viewed on the Yorkshire Tennis 
Website. Safeguarding, Diversity and Inclusion, Safer Recruitment, Anti Bullying , Online 
Safety, Photography & Filming Policy, Whistleblowing Policy. 

 

Please feel free to get in touch with Tom (loughton.t@gmail.com), Elliot 
(elliotchang@hotmail.co.uk) or Dave (davekitchen77@gmail.com) should you have any 
questions regarding county training for 2020/2021. 

All the best 

The County Performance Team 
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