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Message from John 
Crowther, Chairman  
of Yorkshire Tennis
Dear Tennis Friend,
Although we have been fortunate to get 
back on court for most of the summer, 
albeit with some restrictions, it is a great 
disappointment that our country is once 
again in lockdown and we cannot play the 
game we all love. 

There has been and continues to be 
severe hardship around us but I hope 
that the support packages for clubs and 
coaches made available by the LTA have 
gone some way to alleviate financial 
stress.  Unfortunately, as we know from 

the current situation, the pandemic is far 
from over and restrictions will continue 
for the foreseeable future.

However, there is a lot of bright news 
we can share with you in this bumper 
edition of Tramlines, including the national 

success of Don Saul and Alice Robson as 
the LTA Volunteer and Coach of the Year 
respectively. 

There is an opportunity to nominate for 
this year’s awards so please put forward 
your nomination in whatever category is 
appropriate.  Also there are several good 
news stories about Yorkshire clubs that 
may inspire you to undertake a project 
for your club or put into practice some of 
the innovative ideas that have increased 
membership and revenue during these 
difficult times.

Please help us to spread all the news 
about tennis in Yorkshire by signing up 
to Tramlines. We’re offering readers the 
opportunity to win one of six Babolat back 
packs with three cans of balls. Let us hope 
it won’t be too long before tennis becomes 
part of our daily life again.

If you have received this copy of 
Tramlines from your tennis venue 
now is the time to have it sent 
directly to your own inbox! Until 
this year, LTA has been emailing 
Tramlines to all Yorkshire British 
Tennis Members but this process is 
unable to continue. Yorkshire Tennis 
therefore needs an alternative 
method of getting this useful 
information directly to  
readers. All you need  
to do is go to Yorkshire  
Tennis website by  

clicking here www.yorkshiretennis.
org.uk/ and on the front page is a 
Tramlines heading. Just insert your 
email address it’s that simple.  Do 
this by 6th December and have a 
chance of winning one of six Babolat 
back packs with three cans of balls! 

l   Yorkshire’s National LTA Award Winners:  P2/3 
Don Saul and Alice Robson 

l   Nominations for 2021 LTA Awards   P4

l   Celebrating 140 Years at Chapel Allerton P4

l   Club Spotlight
•  Bedale TC P5
•  Copmanthorpe TC P6
•  Great Ayton TC P7
•  Longley TC P7
•  Pocklington TC P8
•  Almscliffe TC P9
•  Brough TC P10
•  Huddersfield Padel  P10
•  Wetherby Castlegarth TC P11
•  Thongsbridge Tennis and Fitness Club P12
•  Shepley TC P12

l   County Spotlight: Leeds Regional Player  P13 
Development Centre First Year Report 

l   LTA Spotlight P14

l   Tributes   
•  Carol Cherry P15 
•  Gina Huntington P15 
•  Colin Graham P15
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NATIONAL   LTA   AWARD   WINNERS
congratulations to...

Don Saul and Alice Robson, 
Yorkshire Tennis Award 
winners for Volunteer of 
the Year and Coach of the 
Year respectively, have gone 
all the way to the top by 
winning National LTA Awards, 
the first time two recipients 
of national awards have 
been from the same club, 
Ackworth Tennis Club.  

The national ‘virtual’ 

ceremony of 2020 LTA 
Tennis Awards took place 
on 30th July presented by 
LTA Head of Men’s Tennis 
Leon Smith OBE.  Don, Club 
Chairman, won Cathie Sabin 
Volunteer of the Year and 
Alice, Head Coach, won 
Development Coach of the 
Year. They subsequently 
received their awards in 
person from LTA President 

David Rawlinson at Ackworth 
in September.

The recent development 
of Ackworth Tennis Club is 
quite a story. Don and Alice 
have been instrumental in 
the club’s success and to 
quote Don: “My award is a 
reward for everyone who 
has helped the club over the 
last three years, we work 
independently in our own 
roles, but, co-operatively as 
a club.” 

Ackworth TC is based 
at Ackworth School, an 
independent boarding 
school.  It was the vision 
and philosophy of the 
Head, Anton Maree, where 
the journey began with 
significant input, thereafter, 
by Anton and Don working in 
tandem to develop the club; 
especially in acquiring a head 
coach. 

Financial support came 
from the school, and 
from a number of partner 

organisations: LTA, Yorkshire 
Tennis, LTA North Region, and 
the Tim Henman Foundation.  
It was co-operation between 
these partners that allowed 
both the appointment and 
retention of a head coach, 
providing finance until the 
role was self-sustaining. 

One key component 
contributing to the success 
of the club has been the 
continuing support of the 
LTA.

The following outlines 
how Don and Alice have each 
contributed to the amazing 
achievements at Ackworth 
– Don by his organisational 
and administrative skills 
combined with his influence 
and persuasion of various 
key individuals, organisations 
and governing bodies; Alice 
by developing, organising 
and running a variety of 
coaching programmes, 
courses and activities for 
children and adults.

“I came to Alice as a 
complete novice and 
from my very first 
lesson with her I was 
hooked. Alice’s love of 
the game is infectious. 
Her patience and her 
attention to detail are 
amazing. I now love 
tennis. I can’t imagine  
not playing and it’s all 
thanks to Alice.”  
– young tennis player 
coached by AliceAlice Robson, LTA Coach of the Year
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Alice’s story
Alice started playing tennis, when she was 
4 at her local club and, aged 10 ,moved 
to the Portsmouth Tennis Academy.  It 
was here that she started coaching as a 
volunteer and her coach was a fantastic 
role model showing Alice that tennis 
coaching is an acceptable career for 
anyone. 

Alice enjoyed success on the court 
whilst studying Sports Development at 
Leeds Beckett University. In 2018 her team 
was promoted from Division 2 and won the 
North Conference Cup. While completing 
her final months at University Alice became 
Head Coach and Community Tennis Coach at 
Ackworth School. 

Now aged 24, she has already achieved 
the top accolade most coaches can only 
dream about during their entire career. In 
the two years Alice has been Head Coach 
she has developed coaching programmes, 
both at Ackworth and in the community, 
with her two female coaches and coaching 
assistants. At Ackworth TC she has 
developed two strands of coaching:

1. LTA programme for adults and 
children including Tennis For Kids, Team 

 

Challenges, Nature Valley Great British 
Tennis Weekends and Tennis Xpress 

2. Specific programmes to engage 
women and girls including female cardio 
tennis groups, female only taster events 
such as mother and daughter days and 
school girl tennis fun days. All of these  
with the aim of encouraging and maintaining 
participation by making the sessions fun, 
friendly, sociable and not overly competitive 
which has a positive knock on effect as girls 
will get their friends to attend.

Community based programmes have 
involved delivering coaching to 2000 pupils 
at 17 local primary schools who in turn are 
encouraged to attend school events as well 
as open days at the club and also join other 
programmes and activities at Ackworth TC.

Final words
Don and Alice have shown how truly 
deserving they are of their awards. The 
school/club partnership has aspirations 
to develop the facilities further to 
include floodlights on all courts and add 
covered courts and continue to increase 
membership with the regular and 
innovative activities employed by Alice and 

her coaches. The accolades keep coming 
and the following quotes summarise the 
reasons for success:

Anton Maree, Head, Ackworth 
School said of Don: “Strong and positive 
relationships are critical when embarking 
on a mission to rebuild the player base at 
a club located at an independent school.  
Ackworth Tennis Club has the necessary 
leadership and tact that has enabled the 
spectacular increase in its numbers whilst 
appreciating the school’s needs”

From one young girl coached by Alice 
“I came to Alice as a complete novice 
and from my very first lesson with her I 
was hooked. Alice’s love of the game is 
infectious. Her patience and her attention 
to detail are amazing. I now love tennis – I 
can’t imagine not playing and it’s all thanks 
to Alice”

Don’s story
Don, a retired Head of Science at 
Willowgarth High School, Grimethorpe, 
became Chairman of Ackworth TC when the 
three-court club was revived at Ackworth 
School in 2012. But membership declined 
from 35 in 2012 to just 17 by January 2018, 
driven by a lack of clubhouse, coach and 
activities. So the future looked very bleak 
and motion of closure was proposed.  

Don revealed that he had been working 
with the Head and other partners on a 
plan to revive the club; following the Head 
approaching Don to outline his vision 
for developing community sports at the 
school, including revival of the school-
based tennis club with funding provided 
by the school and various external 
organisations. Don took on the task of 
delivering this vision.

From January 2018 Don worked 
tirelessly to re-establish the club by 
recruiting a talented committee and by 
appointing a young, enthusiastic and 
aspirational fulcrum for the club: Alice as 
Head Coach: ensuring that she was given 
full support to work autonomously. Alice 
recruited two additional young female 
coaches.  

Increasing membership allowed 
Ackworth to lease two further courts with 
the school providing temporary floodlights.  
The club contributed towards and has 
access to a newly built artificial grass 
wheelchair friendly court which is used as a 
primary school playground during the day.

Don worked with ‘Turning Point’, 
Ackworth Parish Council and local doctors 
to bring a mental health therapy clinic to 
the village in the previous year, and then, 

The achievements
During 2019 Ackworth Tennis Club 
recorded the following achievements:
l  Membership increased to 130 from 
17 in 2018. In early 2020, pre-lockdown, 
membership reached 210 adults and 
children and although membership 
declined during lockdown Don was 
pleased to report membership has  
now increased again to 210. 
l  Coaching was enjoyed by 70 members 
each week which by October 2020 
increased to 89 per week
l  11 Tennis for Kids programmes were 
delivered to 100 children 
l  Tennis Xpress programmes saw 
participation by 30 adults
l  Taster tennis activities through two 
Nature Valley Great British Tennis 
Weekends attracted 100 local residents

“Strong and positive 
relationships are critical 
when embarking on a 
mission to rebuild the 
player base at a club 
located at an independent 
school.  Ackworth Tennis 
Club has the necessary 
leadership and tact 
that has enabled the 
spectacular increase 
in its numbers whilst 
appreciating the school’s 
needs” – Anton Maree, 
Head, Ackworth School

when challenged as to what Ackworth 
Tennis Club could do for patients at the 
local surgery, worked with the local NHS 
surgery to develop a social prescription 
scheme involving patients with certain 
health issues being prescribed exercise 
rather than medication.  This scheme was 
all set to start when Covid-19 intervened. 

All of this and Don no longer even 
plays tennis as the rigours of playing 
rugby and football have left him with knee 
problems something many others will 
empathise with!

Don Saul, 
LTA Volunteer of the Year
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Chapel Allerton Lawn Tennis Club opened its 
doors on 29th May 1880 with five grass courts 
using a field that was provided rent-free by 
William Jackson who resided at Allerton Hall.  
He later became 1st Baron Allerton of Chapel 
Allerton.

140 years later the club has 
an array of facilities including 
four grass courts, six 
artificial grass courts, three 
of which are floodlit, three 
artificial clay courts, three 
indoor tennis courts, six 
squash courts, a gym and  
a fitness studio.

Over the last three years Yorkshire 
Tennis has had four national winners 
and six runners-up of LTA Tennis 
Awards. Our two most recent  
national award winners, Don Saul  
and Alice Robson from Ackworth 
Tennis Club, are featured in some 
detail on pages 2 and 3 of this 
newsletter.

It is now time to celebrate 
achievements of 2020, a year in 
which tennis has had a different 
profile to normal. The challenges 
caused by Covid-19 are reflected in 
the criteria for this year’s awards. 

There are 12 grassroots 
categories to choose from and 
the details can all be found, along 
with the nomination form, by 
visiting www.lta.org.uk/awards. 
The nomination deadline is 15th 
November.

Yorkshire Tennis Awards are 
usually made in December at a 
ceremony combined with the  
AGM but this year’s awards to 
Yorkshire Tennis winners are likely  
to be made at a virtual ceremony  
in January or February 2021. Please 
vote now for your unsung hero!

FOLLOW US on Twitter @YorkshireTennis on Instagram  
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Congratulations to Chapel Allerton 
LT&SC for reaching 140 years

Some notable 
developments along the 
way include: the first 
squash court at the club, 
a portable wooden court, 
acquired from Huddersfield 
in 1960; floodlights on 
three courts in 1962 which 
used former trampoles; 
two brick squash courts 
built in 1967; the indoor 
tennis courts built in 1983; 
and a gym initially fitted 
out in 1986 in the wooden 
squash court.

Significant tennis events 
held at Chapel Allerton 
include the Northern 
Section of Wimbledon 
Qualifying on 13 occasions 
between 1927 and 1965 
and a traditional Open 
Tournament from 1894 to 
1980’s. 

Joyce Howden, currently 
Joint President of the Club, 
is the longest standing 

Brighten someone’s day by nominating them for a 2021 LTA Tennis Award

n  2017 National LTA Award Winners: Skipton Tennis 
Club, Club of the Year (L); Robert Balmforth, Official of 
the Year (R)

member having joined over 
60 years ago. Joyce won 
numerous honours at the 
Yorkshire Championships 
and represented the 
County over very many 
years.  She’s also a former 
President of Yorkshire 
Tennis.

Chapel Allerton was 
due to celebrate with a 
range of events throughout 
2020. Instead, on 29th May, 
members enjoyed a ‘Bake-
Off’ coffee afternoon and a 
special quiz in the evening 
both on Zoom. 

A video on You 
Tube was launched to 
mark the momentous 
milestones over the course 
of the club’s history.  
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=4tpsYGzy2xk

www.lta.org.uk/awards
yorkshire.tennis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4tpsYGzy2xk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4tpsYGzy2xk


Bedale Tennis Club is 
situated just outside the 
Georgian market town, 
a stone’s throw from 
Wensleydale, and forms 
part of the Bedale Athletic 
Sports Association 
complex. 

2019 was a momentous  
year for the club with year- 
round tennis becoming a reality 
as floodlights were installed  
and the three courts were 
resurfaced. This means 
late afternoon and evening 
competitive and social tennis, 
together with coaching activities, 
can take place throughout the 
autumn and winter months.

The project cost £65k and, 
as Chairman Althea Draper 
explained this has been achieved 
without taking on any debt. The 
money was raised by applying 
for grants to a myriad of 
organisations and by holding 
fundraising events. 

The organisations which 

provided the grants include 
Hambleton District Council with a 
‘Making a Difference Award’ and 
Section 106 funding; Yorkshire 
Tennis and Your Venture funding 
for the floodlights

In addition to the facility 
improvements, Bedale TC 
has appointed a coach, 
Jonathan Saddler. Before 
lockdown Jonathan visited 
many local schools and has 
since established a number of 
coaching sessions for juniors as 
well as adults of  
all abilities. 

The club also runs four 
weekly club sessions which 
include evenings under 
floodlights.  Once Covid-19 
restrictions were eased, non-
members were also able to  
enjoy the facilities. 

With a range of good value 
memberships and a variety of 
activities to encourage people 
to get on court and keep fit 
and healthy, membership has 
increased from around 50 to 85.  
The future looks very bright!

FOLLOW US on Twitter @YorkshireTennis on Instagram  
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CLUB   SPOTLIGHT

Making a difference to the 
community at Bedale Tennis Club
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Three resurfaced courts 
at Copmanthorpe, 
ensuring long-term 
future for club
Almost three years ago, this three-
court club, in the heart of the village of 
Copmanthorpe, York, started on its journey 
to resurface the macadam courts that had 
last been resurfaced 19 years previously.

A group of committee members oversaw 
the entire project. The cost of the project was in 
the region of £50k. The club’s financial reserves 
amounted to £12k so additional funding was needed.  

This was provided by Yorkshire Tennis, comprising 
a £4k grant and an interest-free loan of £25k 
repayable over 10 years, and by members who 
organised and hosted fundraising events at the club 
and in the village. 

Work commenced in November 2019 but a 
four-week timescale became two months due to 
atrocious weather. Members were able to play on 
two unpainted courts by the end of the year whilst 
the third court was completed in January 2020. 
The courts were painted in May 2020 so were all 
ready for play when the club re-opened on 13th May 
following the easing of Covid-19 lockdown.

The club has been very busy during the summer 
months with members enjoying the new courts and 
non-members taking advantage of innovative offers 
to try out tennis, including to members of local 
indoor centres when they were closed. The result 
has been a significant increase in membership which 
means all the hard work by the members over the 
last three years has been worth it.
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CLUB   SPOTLIGHT
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A community tennis club 
with superb facilities 
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Longley Tennis Club, 
located in attractive 
woodland in a village 
in Huddersfield, 
celebrated its 
centenary in 2014. 
The facilities in 1914 were 
three grass courts and a 
bowling green, members had 
to live within one mile of the 
club premises and play was 
banned on Sundays.  

Fast forward to 2020, the 
tennis club has six outdoor 
tennis courts – three carpet 
and three tarmac – of which 
four are floodlit, plus one 
indoor court.  

With grants from Sport 
England and Suez and support 
from Yorkshire Tennis, the 
club has fully refurbished the 
indoor court including new 
lights and new carpet. 

The new court was 
formally opened in September 
2020 and feedback indicates 
players love it! 

Back in May 2019 Tramlines 
included an article on 
the three new cushioned 
Poraflex courts that were 
opened at Great Ayton. We 
reported there were plans for 
installation of floodlights.

This is one of the oldest 
family clubs in North Yorkshire 
which occupies historic land 
known as Garth Field and is 
surrounded by stunning views of 
Roseberry Topping and Captain 
Cook’s monument.  

In October 2020 the 
floodlights became reality on 
two newly resurfaced courts 
so providing 1000 hours of 
additional playing time from 
October to March.  

The good news is that evening 
play has been made possible 
across all activities, including 
coaching, providing opportunities 
particularly for working parents 
and their children.

Year-round play for first time in  
80 years at Great Ayton Tennis Club

CLUB   SPOTLIGHT
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In 2019 the club installed 
floodlights on four of its 
six courts, had a clubhouse 
extension and improved access 
and facilities for disabled 
players.  Additionally, to 
encourage non-members via 
a pay and play facility the 
club has installed a gate entry 
system with security fences 
enclosing the whole site. 

Additional revenue was 

generated from the facility 
improvements and initiatives 
including a significant increase 
in Junior Membership, from 55 
to 115; from the gated entry 
system for pay and play; and 
from coaching participants 
converting into club members.

In 2020, post Covid-19 
lockdown, all the courts have 
been very busy with members, 
whilst non-members use of the 

gated entry system has been 
very popular.  

Junior Summer Camps 
were in great demand and 40 
non-members attended with 
the majority converting onto 
the club’s junior programme 
and taking out membership. 

The adult coaching 
programme has undergone a 
revamp with sessions including 
Cardio Tennis, beginners/rusty 
rackets, doubles tactics and 
drills and a beginners’ course 
for juniors’ parents. Club nights 
were also re-introduced and 
matches were organised with 
local clubs.

Communication with 
members and the public has 
been essential especially 

during lockdown. The club 
has an attractive up to date 
website linked into social media 
with Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram.

With 2021, the club’s 
centenary year, fast 
approaching, the committee, 
chaired by Chris French, is 
working on a plan to cover the 
two courts without floodlights. 
Planning permission has now 
been obtained so funding 
applications are being made. 

Additional facilities are 
important for expanding 
East Riding market towns, 
like Pocklington, to meet the 
increasing demands of those 
keen to play tennis all year 
round.

New facilities and lots more  
to come at Pocklington

2019 Yorkshire Tennis Club of the Year

Pocklington is a classic English market town at 
the foot of the Yorkshire Wolds, 15 miles from 
York and with recent developments Pocklington 
Tennis Club has grown into the area’s premier 
tennis location. With plans for further 
developments, the club is very buoyant as its 
centenary year of 2021 moves ever closer.

CLUB   SPOTLIGHT
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Almscliffe Tennis and Bowling 
Club serves three villages outside 
Harrogate and is situated behind the 
Village Hall in a beautiful rural setting. 
Before the recent project commenced, 
the club had two tarmac courts and 
a dilapidated third court which was 
leased but the lease was running out.

In 2017 the club was at a crossroad – 
it could either make do as a village club 
with a limited future or move forward and 
look longer term to become a year-round 
facility with a variety of activities to offer 
the membership and rural community. 

It was fortunate that at this time the 
LTA had launched their Transforming 
British Tennis Together initiative and the 
club’s aims fitted well with transforming 
tennis participation in the Harrogate area.

A plan was developed that involved 
resurfacing with synthetic grass and 
refencing the two existing courts, building 
a new court from scratch, installing 
floodlights on all courts and developing 
the new court into a synthetic grass/
multi-use games area with automatic gate 
access.

A project steering group, comprising 
representatives from across the club 
with various professional skills needed 

for such a vast project, was formed and 
so the journey began. The cost of the 
development was estimated at £218k.  

After accounting for the maximum 
amount in interest-free loans and grants 
from the LTA and Yorkshire Tennis and the 
club’s sinking fund, the shortfall was £61k 
which needed to be raised in ten months! 

Apart from the funding requirements 
the steering group project involved: 
applying for planning permission, always a 
tortuous process; a detailed business plan 
as part of the LTA application process; 
overcoming setbacks, such as, planning 
objections, the location of an electricity 
pylon, convincing the club committee and 
members that the lending was viable; and 
keeping everyday tennis activities going.

The fund raising was a mammoth 
task. This included: consultation with 
other clubs who had undergone recent 
developments; trawling the internet 
for companies and organisations 
providing grants and support; 23 tailored 
applications for funding; a donation from a 
longstanding benefactor; and from a large 
number of local fundraising activities like 
ceilidhs, gin tasting, wreath-making, pop-
up cafes.

Having overcome all obstacles and 
raised the required finances the project 
was due to commence in October 2019 

but with the very wet weather between 
October and April 2020 everything was 
postponed. 

Once the weather improved, and 
despite lockdown, the two existing courts 
were re-surfaced and the ground works 
commenced on a new third court. The 
contractors were not local and Covid-19 
restrictions meant they travelled from 
Leicester every day. 

Thankfully all courts are now in use.  
They were very busy during the summer 
and play is possible in the evenings with 
floodlights making the club attractive to 
a younger demographic who are working 
and have families.  

Coaching is undertaken by Kinetic 
Tennis and coaches are running a full adult 
and junior programme. The new third 
court, with gate access, is available for 
non-members on a pay and play basis and 
will also be used as a netball court by the 
local school once Covid-19 restrictions are 
lifted.

Membership has traditionally been 
around 100 plus 40 juniors but with the 
new facilities, coaching and activities, 
the club has seen an increase to around 
160 and is targeting 180.  Membership 
enquiries continue and, with the third court 
for pay and play purposes, a successful 
future beckons for this enterprising club.

FOLLOW US on Twitter @YorkshireTennis on Instagram  
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Almscliffe transformed into thriving and 
welcoming tennis and bowling club

CLUB   SPOTLIGHT
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Brough is a growing town situated on the 
banks of the Humber and had no tennis 
courts for a number of years after the 
courts at Blackburn Social Club had been 
left to fall into a state of disrepair.  

With over 10,000 local residents and 
the area growing by the week, the LTA 
and We Do Tennis developed a plan to 
restore the courts to cater for local tennis 
demand.

Within weeks the plan came to fruition 
with We Do Tennis supplying the finance 
and operational management to bring the 
courts back up to the required standard 
with the LTA providing an electronic access 
gate as part of their ‘Tennis Opened Up’ 
initiative.  

The courts were opened in August 
2020 and both members and non-
members can book courts online through 
LTA Rally and security is controlled by 
the PIN enabled access gate.  Players can 
participate in coaching or can just enjoy 
casual pay and play.

Matt Whitaker, Director of We Do 
Tennis, is a local resident and after just a 
few weeks is very pleased at how many 
players have been attracted to the club. 
The most recent figures indicate some 50 
players have taken up membership whilst 

Courts brought back to life – a new 
beginning for Brough Tennis Club

Year-round sport becoming reality with further development 
of Padel Tennis at 
Huddersfield LTSC  
Huddersfield Lawn Tennis and Squash 
Club pioneered the introduction of 
Padel Tennis in the UK in 2011 with two 
courts.  However, with no cover the 
courts and players have always been 
exposed to the Yorkshire elements 
making play sometimes impossible 
when the courts got flooded and the 
ball skidded around and off the glass 
walls.

The sport has grown rapidly across 
Europe in the last ten years. As part 
of the LTA’s vision ‘Tennis Opened Up’, 
which is all about making tennis more 
accessible, Padel has been integrated into 
the LTA with the aim of growing tennis 
participation via an innovative form of the 
game. Many tennis venues are exploring 
the potential opportunities for bringing 
padel to their facility.

Exciting news for Huddersfield is 

that Huddersfield Padel, a joint venture 
with Game4Padel (G4P), will have a new 
playing surface and a canopy to cover the 
existing courts. The courts will be open 
to the public, coaching will be available 

and there are plans for block bookings, 
leagues and tournaments.  For those 
interested in playing, keep an eye on 
the HLTSC website or contact HLTSC@
talktalkbusiness.net

about 200 prefer to pay and play.
With winter approaching and limited 

hours after school and work the plan for 
2021 is to install floodlighting and thus 
enable all year-round play.

Call to clubs and players from Matt 

Whitaker: “There are so many tennis 
courts around the county that are 
currently not in use, they need some TLC 
to bring them back to life and a longer-
term plan to make them viable again. 

“If you know of any courts that are 
derelict and could benefit from being 
restored then please email: matt@
wedotennis.co.uk.” 

Matt hopes that Brough will be the 
first of many projects to be completed 
along similar lines.

CLUB   SPOTLIGHT
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Wetherby Castlegarth 
TC is located on 
the banks of the 
River Wharfe in the 
picturesque market 
town of Wetherby 
with five all-weather 
floodlit courts so 
providing an ideal 
setting for any tennis 
player. 

of the community, to family 
and friends of members and 
very enterprisingly to all local 
indoor centres as they still 
had restrictions in place.  The 
only condition was to join the 
club through the website/
ClubSpark.  

This offer was advertised 
locally through local 
councillors’ forums, local 
school networks, church 
groups, social media platforms 
and the local radio station 
Tempo FM.  Additionally, 
existing memberships were 
rolled over until the end of 
June.

Activities were developed 
over the summer including 
coaching, summer camps 
(450 spaces were booked up 
within hours), social tennis 
and internal team matches 

involving 60 players a week 
enjoying men’s, ladies and 
mixed competitive tennis.  The 
after school junior programme 
re-started in September with 
over 100 juniors booked on 
weekly coaching and similar 
numbers are participating in 
adult groups and individual 
coaching. 

During the summer the 
club adopted a Covid-19 
safe approach to activities, 
coaching, court planning and 
organisation to ensure safety 
of all members and coaches. 
As an example social tennis 
has limited spaces, pre-booking 
on ClubSpark is required and 
the coaching team register and 
manage the players to ensure 
socially distanced play at each 
session.

Keeping in contact with 

members, and maintaining the 
‘club feel’, has been achieved 
through enhanced online 
communication, Whatsapp 
groups, email and Facebook.  

All of the activities 
undertaken by the club and 
the hard-working committee, 
led by Chairman, Steve Jones, 
has resulted in a significant 
increase in membership.  
Membership numbers are 
traditionally around 300.  

At October 2020 
membership was standing at 
435, a 45% increase compared 
with previous years. The 
challenge, as for all clubs, is to 
keep people playing and after 
the winter months develop 
compelling offers to maintain 
interest amongst all the 
different groups of people who 
have played this year.

Wetherby’s success story during Covid-19

CLUB   SPOTLIGHT

The club’s situation does 
mean they are occasionally 
impacted by flooding but they 
are always well prepared 
and have recovery plans in 
place. These were required in 
February this year when all 
courts flooded but were back 
in action, having been pressure 
washed, treated and white 
lined, post lockdown.

A very impressive range 
of promotional ideas were 
devised and implemented 
when the club re-opened 
after lockdown to encourage 
members back in to the club 
and non-members to try out 
tennis as the club was the 
only sporting venue open in 
Wetherby at this time.  

An offer of free 
membership to the end of June 
was made to all members 
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Based in the village of Shepley in 
Huddersfield, Shepley Tennis Club 
has three carpet courts two of  
which are floodlit and a newly  
clad clubhouse. Membership was 
around 100 which post lockdown 
increased by 35 as juniors, adults 
and families took to the courts, 
particularly when there was little 
else to do.  

Many of these people were picking up 
a racket for the first time or dusting off 
their old rackets as the club strived to 
bring a little normality and fun to players’ 
lives and helped to improve fitness and 
mental well-being.  

Over the summer the club organised 
a range of activities including social 
tennis nights, fun inter-club tournaments, 
coaching and junior summer camps.  
Their annual Club Championships were 
also arranged and Finals Day took place 
on 20th September.  

The courts were busier than usual in 
October with players enjoying Covid-safe 
social tennis at the weekends and floodlit 
tennis in the evenings.  

Staying connected and positive

Thongsbridge Club can be 
found in Holmfirth just six 
miles south of Huddersfield.  
Facilities comprise four indoor 
acrylic courts, seven outdoor 
all-weather courts, two mini 
tennis courts and a fitness 
suite.

During lockdown the club 
arranged a variety of online 
based activities for both 
fitness and tennis members.  

A YouTube channel was set up 
which all club members could 
visit and coaches uploaded 
challenges and skills that 
children of all ages and abilities 
could practice. There were 
fitness sessions that older 
juniors could take part in as 
well as many sessions for 
fitness members.  

Quizzes were also 
arranged, along with an art 

competition and there were 
some fantastic tennis player 
drawings.

The club also hosted five 
Zoom ‘Get Back into Tennis’ 
footwork and fitness workouts 
for 12 and under Futures 
players. 25 players accessed 
these sessions every Friday 
and some of the children also 
took part in two ‘Nutrition for 
Tennis’ Zoom sessions where 

they learned about food groups 
and how to manage their food 
and liquid intake both before, 
during and after their tennis 
activities.

Once the club was up 
and running again in mid-
May coaching resumed and 
during the summer various 
junior competitions took place 
including two internal junior 
competitions, Junior Club 
Championships and Grade 6 
competitions for a number of 
age groups. The full junior and 
adult coaching programme 
plus competition calendar 
relaunched in September.

Keeping members entertained  
and involved during lockdown

Shepley Tennis Club

CLUB   SPOTLIGHT
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COUNTY   SPOTLIGHT

Post lockdown and the 
resumption of outdoor and 
indoor tennis, players have 
been involved in various 
events:

l Yorkshire Pro Series event, 
outdoors, for older juniors and 
senior county players providing 
players with competitive 
opportunities after such a long 
time off.
l  Competitions in the North 
of England and a small number 
of national tournaments from 
late July onwards.
l  A tournament hosted by 
the LTA for the top 32 ranked 
players in the country for 
each age group with the top 
six qualifying for the National 
Finals. 16 players from the 
RPDC competed in the event 
with five qualifying for the 
Finals. Due to funding support 
the coaches were also able 
to attend which made for 
invaluable learning and 
development opportunities. 
The five players who 
qualified were Jade Cole, Joe 
Mazingham, Jan Janda, Sevil 
Parviz and Luke Hoyland 
(pictured right).  Luke finished 
in second place in his age group 

and Jan and Sevil finished 
third in their age groups.
l  Regional qualifying 
event for the Fred Perry 
Championships. Three players 
qualified for the Finals – 
Daniela Piani, Alex Tikhonov 
and Louis Stewart. Both Alex 
and Louis finished national 
runners-up. 
The 2020/2021 programme 
at the RPDC is now underway 
which is not without challenges 
with the continuing issues from 
Covid-19. 
l 19 LTA-selected regional 
players participate in the 
programme compared with 12 
when the RPDC launched
l Scholarship Programme 
with Woodhouse Grove School 
has commenced with four 
players enjoying a first-class 
education combined with a 
bespoke tennis programme 
whilst boarding at the school.
Moving forwards the players 
and coaches are looking 
forward to more competitive 
opportunities over the coming 
months with hopefully more 
national events being added 
and team competitions. 
International tournament news 
is also awaited. 

Leeds Regional Player Development 
Centre - First Year Report
The previous Tramlines 
newsletter in May outlined the 
first six months’ successes 
and plans for the next six 
months at the RPDC all of 
course dependent on Covid-19 
and the ability to play tennis 
indoors and outdoors.  The 
feature below explains how the 
players at the RPDC coped with 
lockdown and how they have 
progressed since tennis opened 
again in May 2020. 

A quick reminder – the 
Leeds RPDC, where the best 
young players in the North 
East Region are training, is 
run by Cultiv8 Tennis and 
Cultiv8 Academy. Richard and 
Laura Crabtree’s coaching 
and consultancy business 

provides high performance 
tennis coaching programmes 
combined with Sport Science 
Support. It is based at John 
Charles Centre for Sport.

During lockdown the 
coaches, players and 
parents were provided 
with a number 
of learning 
opportunities 
including 17 live 
webinars with top 
players and coaches 
like Kyle Edmund, Judy 
Murray and Paul Jubb. 

An eight-week 
in-depth player 
development project was 
run by the coaching team 
comprising weekly group 

Zoom meetings and individual 
player development sessions  
with the coaching team  
and sport science  
support staff.
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LTA   SPOTLIGHT

I’ve worked for the LTA for just over 13 
years and cover a large area that includes 
South Yorkshire, Kirklees, York and part of 
north east Lancashire. It’s a very wide-
ranging role that is focused on delivering 
the LTA Strategy of ‘Tennis Opened Up’ 
and growing participation through working 
with clubs, local authorities and the 
education sector.

2020 has been a year like no other! 
I was actually on holiday in California 
celebrating a big birthday when the 
pandemic struck in March and only just 
managed to make it back, before the 
country went into lockdown. 

It was strange for those first few 
months not being able to go out and meet 
people face to face but spring and early 
summer were really busy working with 

Introducing 
Iain Lancaster,  
Club and County 
Support Manager, 
LTA
It’s been a whirlwind start to 
life at the LTA, joining on the 
first day of lockdown on 23rd 
March 2020 and only recently 
meeting colleagues in real 
life, rather than online. It’s an 
experience I won’t forget. 

It was a busy start to the 
role, thrown straight into 
developing and managing the 
Covid-19 support packages 
launched by the LTA earlier this 
year. For tennis venues this 
included; 
•	 A repayment holiday of 
six months for all existing LTA 
facility loans, with a total value 
of almost £1m
•	 A 2019/20 registration 
fee refund for LTA Registered 
Venues equating to over £1m 

•	 A	Hardship Fund of up to 
£13.5m, providing interest free 
loans of up to £5,000
•	 Dedicated helpline 
providing legal expertise 
For Coaches; 
•	 Financial support grants. 
For full time LTA Accredited 
Coaches and Tutors
•	 A targeted Hardship Fund 
of up to £1m, providing interest 
free loans for coaches of up to 
£5,000
•	 Free access to online 

Continuing Professional 
Development courses
•	 Dedicated helpline 
providing legal expertise 
•	 Temporary extension for 
LTA Accredited Coaches where 
their accreditation was due to 
expire or had recently expired 
•	 Grant and loan funding for 
the LTA’s Coach Qualification 
providers

Support was also provided 
for officials, performance 
players and recreational 
players through the LTA’s 
Tennis at Home campaign. 

I have been extremely 
proud to be a small part in 
the LTA’s response to support 
tennis venues, coaches, 
officials and players to the 
value of up to approximately 
£20m to ensure tennis in 
Britain emerges from the 
pandemic in as strong and 
healthy a position as possible. 

I was looking forward to 
meeting clubs, counties and 
volunteers in person across 

the UK at our Autumn Club 
Forums but due to all of the 
Covid-19 restrictions these 
were changed to go virtual!  

Club Forum Webinars 
are running through to early 
December and include advice 
and tools for membership 
retention, growth, good 
governance, court utilisation 
and programming. 

We’ve also brought 
in partners, such as 
EasyFundraising, The LTA 
Buying Group and the Tennis 
Industry Association UK to 
showcase their services and 
products and discuss the 
future of tennis in Britain. 

If you’re interested in 
joining a webinar then register 
here: https://www.lta.org.
uk/workforce-venues/tennis-
venue-support/club-forum-
webinars/

I hope we can meet 
virtually at one of these 
webinars and in the future in 
person.

Introducing 
Paul Sheard, 
Participation 
Development 
Partner, LTA  
North Regional 
Team

clubs and coaches to make sure they 
were able to access all the relevant Covid 
support packages detailed in Iain’s article 
above.

Tennis was one of the first sports 
to return as lockdown restrictions were 
eased and it was great to see tennis 
courts so busy and many new players to 
the sport. 

After a lot of investment in parks 
tennis in recent years parks courts were 
full.  The parks in Sheffield for example, 
have had over 23,000 paid court bookings 
this year compared to 12,700 during the 
whole of 2019.

Many clubs have also seen a big 
increase in membership this year, 
attracting new players keen to be doing 
leisure activities outdoors. The challenge 
is to retain as many of them 
as possible and we will be 
working with clubs to put 
plans in place to achieve this.

Another project that has 
progressed this year has been 
the building of a new three 
indoor court tennis centre 
at York St John University 
Haxby Road Sports Park.  
Conversations about the £1.1 
million project started over 

three years ago and the new centre, due 
to open in early December, will provide 
much needed indoor tennis opportunities 
for people in York and beyond. 

It has also been heartening to see 
floodlights start to be installed at 
Rustlings LTC, Sheffield’s oldest tennis 
club and there have also been some 
very positive facility improvements at 
Brentwood TC in Sheffield.  They’ve been 
at the forefront of the drive to ‘open 
tennis up’ with an outstanding programme 
for people with disabilities lead by Head 
Coach, Ben Howarth.

There are undoubtedly going to be 
some challenges ahead over the coming 
winter and I’m very much looking forward 
to being back out visiting tennis venues 
again before too long. In the meantime, if 
I can help with anything, don’t hesitate to 
get in touch.    

Insights from LTA during Covid-19 

Insights from LTA North Region
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Tribute to Colin 
Graham: “I’ve always 
been a sports nut”

However, Carol’s 
involvement in sport went 
well beyond tennis and 
included squash, racketball, 
badminton, hockey, football, 
cricket, rugby, swimming, 
cycling, running, windsurfing – 
the list goes on.

For the first three years 
of the Ilkley Trophy, which 
commenced in 2015, she was 
responsible for the army of 
160 volunteers involved in a 
variety of roles.  

Also in 2015 Carol started 
Ilkley Matchplay, a weekly 
competitive session for ladies 
which by 2020 had  150 ladies 
and men playing in five events 
a week. In 2019 Carol received 
a Highly Commended for Ilkley 
Matchplay in the Competition 
of the Year category at the 
LTA Yorkshire Tennis Awards. 

Whilst working as an 
Administrator at England 
Squash and Racketball, 
Carol was responsible for 

establishing U3A Racketball 
groups across Yorkshire. She 
introduced hundreds of ‘older’ 
ladies and men to the sport 
and ran competitions on a 
regular basis.

In 2005 Carol was 
appointed Sports Co-ordinator 
at Leeds Beckett University 
where she was responsible 
for activities across all 
sports, including inter-
University sports events and 
tournaments.  

She also took on the Leeds 
Winter Indoor Tennis League 
which has been running for 
20 years and now includes 
three divisions and 30 teams. 
Thanks to Carol inter-club 
competitive tennis remains a 
popular feature during both 
summer and winter for many 
Yorkshire clubs. Carol was 
also Secretary of the Airedale 
and Wharfedale Mixed Tennis 
Leagues.

Carol was a brilliant 

organiser who attracted a 
wide range of players to 
her activities for so many 
reasons. She worked tirelessly 
on behalf of everyone; 
she was enthusiastic; she 
was always friendly and 
welcoming; she was so 
positive and encouraging; 
she was pleasant, polite and 
cheerful even when significant 
demands were made of her 
by players, students and 
staff; above all she was an 
inspiration to all who came 
into contact with her.

Diagnosis of cancer in 2017 
was never an obstacle to her 
continuing her administrative 
and sporting activities. Carol 
passed away on 13th May 
2020 aged 62 and is greatly 
missed by husband Dave, 
daughters Lisa, Katherine and 
Avril and all the many players 
and friends from the world of 
tennis and other sports she 
made such an impact on.

two inspirational Yorkshire ladies
Carol Cherry: devoted 
to sport as a player, 
strong leader and 
amazing administrator
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Gina Huntington was a successful 
player at County level, a well-respected 
professional coach and held in very high 
esteem within the tennis community.

As a tennis player Gina played in a 
number of Yorkshire County Championship 
finals at both junior, senior and veteran 
levels winning the Girls’ Singles and 
Doubles titles in 1956 and Ladies’ Doubles 
title in 1958.  

Gina represented Yorkshire in the 

WARM TRIBUTES TO

Gina Huntington:  
a life-time of tennis 
as a player, coach 
and tutor

Inter-County Grass Court and Hard Court 
Championships during the 1960s. She 
also played in the Ladies Doubles at 
Wimbledon in 1958.

As a professional coach she operated 
mainly around schools and clubs in 

the York area and inspired many pupils 
to reach their full potential and indeed 
proceed to play internationally.  She was 
also an LTA tutor for aspiring would-be 
coaches.

Gina married the late Malcolm 
Huntington MBE in 1962 who enjoyed a 
career as York Press Sports Editor and 
was an international tennis umpire which 
included umpiring six Wimbledon Finals. 

Gina passed away peacefully on 
14th May 2020, aged 81. A Service of 
Celebration will take place in 2021 and in 
the meantime our thoughts are with her 
two children Alex-Jane and John and four 
grandchildren.

Many people in Yorkshire will have known 
Carol Cherry in recent years for her 
organisation and leadership of volunteers at 
the Ilkley Trophy and establishment of the 
very successful Ilkley Matchplay. 

Huddersfield born Colin Graham 
joined Longley Tennis Club when 
he was 10 years old and then 
joined Huddersfield LTC in 1949. 
He became a committee member 
of Huddersfield in 1954 and was 
Chairman from 1983 to 1987. 

Colin was the Huddersfield 
district representative on the 
Yorkshire Tennis Council from 
1974 to 1985 and was President 
of Yorkshire Tennis in 1988. He 
refereed the Huddersfield Open 
Tournament for at least 12 years 
from 1974.

Colin was a very successful 
sportsman and played for 

the county at tennis, squash 
and badminton. His tennis 
achievements include:
•  representing the county from 
1954 to 1967 and then became a 
member of the Men’s Selection 
Committee.
•  playing Yorkshire 
Championships where he reached 
the singles semi-finals twice; the 
men’s doubles semi-finals on 
four occasions; the mixed doubles 
finals twice; and became Mixed 
Doubles Champion with Charlotte 
Lindsay in 1968.

Colin passed away peacefully 
on 8th September 2020, aged 
86. We offer our sympathies to 
his wife Sue and family.
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